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in Greek. The main body of the text is based on 
the preliminary publications published elsewhere by 
the author in English (2005, 2017), Greek (2007), 
French (2009) and German (2010).

The research programme was conducted by the 
Department of History, Archaeology and Social 
Anthropology of the University of Thessaly in 
collaboration with the Ephorate of Antiquities of 
the Cyclades (former 21st Ephorate of Prehistoric 
and Classical Antiquities) of the Greek Ministry of 

Culture. The author is the director of the University 
Research Team, while the Ephorate was represented 
from 2002 by V. Giannouli and since 2012 by 
D. Papaggelopoulou.

NOTE

1.	For the etymology of the toponym “Messaria” see Miliarakis 1892; 
Hadzidaki 1894.

Fig. 2. Map of the Cyclades 
(Vlachopoulos 2006, p. 204). 
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Fig. 3. Map of Kythnos, with 
all important ancient sites 

indicated (Papangelopoulou 
2017, p. 322, fig. 1).
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Fig. 4. Map of Kythnos and 
location of ancient town 
(Vryokastro) (Drawing 
A. Mazarakis Ainian).

Fig. 5. View of Vryokastro 
from the North-West.
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Fig. 6. Aerial photograph 
of Vryokastro, looking 

towards the North (photo 
C. Xenikakis, 2016).

Fig. 7. Aerial photograph of Vryokastro (photo 
C. Xenikakis, 2016).
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Fig. 8. Detailed 
plan of Vryokastro 
(A. Mazarakis Ainian & 
Th. Chatzitheodorou).
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Fig. 9. Simplified plan of Vryokastro – only 
ancient remains shown (A. Gounaris, based on 

A. Mazarakis Ainian & Th. Chatzitheodorou).

Fig. 10. Vryokastro. The 
sanctuaries of the Middle 

Plateau of the Upper Town 
(aerial photo from the South, 

C. Xenikakis, 2017).
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Fig. 11. Vryokastro. The 
sanctuary of the South 
extremity of the Middle 
Plateau, from the North, the 
Acropolis in the background 
(aerial photo C. Xenikakis, 
2017).
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Fig. 12. Vryokastro. Aerial 
photograph of the Acropolis 

and Middle Plateau from the 
West (C. Xenikakis, 2016).
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